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boat, took the guns and armed his men, and, moving with all possible haste, he arrived at New Orleans on the 2ist of December.
Upon the whole the facts in connection with raising the army to fight the battle of New Orleans, and the seeming miraculous coincidences connected with the preparation to fight it, can but strongly impress the reader with what General Jackson often said, "Fear not; heaven will smile on us." The incredibly short time in which Carroll and Coffee raised an army of 5,300 men, the orders having been given in July, when Jackson found the Government was not going to give him an army; the rapid march of Coffee across the wilderness, reaching in time to drive the British out of Pensacola, destroy their supplies, and then reaching New Orleans on the igth of December, traveling one day eighty miles, seems almost incredible.
Carroll raised in the same time 2,500 men, finished his boats near the middle of November, just as the unprecedented great November flood came, and on the way captured a flatboat loaded with guns, and arrived in New Orelans on the 2ist, only two days before the sanguinary battle of the 23d, which undoubtedly enabled Jackson to hold the British army in check until he got ready to fight, is almost marvelous.
It is painful to record that in making the contract for the shipment of two boat loads of arms from Pittsburg to New Orleans, the Government had given the contract to flat-boat captains, because they proposed to carry them something cheaper than the steamboat captain proposed. These flatboats were trading boats. The second boat came into New Orleans after the battle, and Jackson arrested the captain.
Jackson always said, and so reported to the President, that if he had had arms he would have captured the entire British army before they got to the ships.e of this Coffee reported to General Jackson with 800 men. The balance came up in two or three days. This to Jackson was joy enough for one clay. But his deepest feeling was found in the utterance, "O, that Carroll wouldforce, by this arrangement, was reduced to 800 men, with whom he moved with the utmost industry. Having marched eighty miles the last day, heo the French throne, now menacingleet could furnish, if required, a body of 1,500 marines. General Keine foundly mistaken,e in the blood of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
